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9 Docum ent  C ame ras : $4,023
HELEN MORGAN SCHO OL

Nine addit ional  Epson DC-12 
document cameras  continue to upgrade 

c lassroom technolog y.

9 Docu ment  C am e ras : $4,023
HELEN MORGAN SCHO OL

Nine addit ional  Epson DC-12 
document cameras  continue to upgrade 

c lassroom technolog y.

Sh ark  +  P r edato r  Aq uar ium : $15,067
SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL

This  300-gal lon tank is  located in the exis t ing 
cora l  reef  learning center  exhibit  in  the 

Media Center.

10 HP C h r o m e books : $2,586
SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL

10 Chromebooks for  Specia l  Educat ion Engl ish 
Depar tment 11th and 12th graders  help students 
with moderate  disabi l i t ies  reach their  indiv idual 

goals , improve f ine motor  ski l l s  and benefi t 
f rom the use  of  specia l ized apps.

624 C h r o me books : $67,277
SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL

Year One of  a  Three-Year  grant  for  624 
Chromebooks and 24 charging car ts  for  sc ience, 

math and histor y  c lassrooms. Par t  of  the 
1:Wor ld Init iat ive  of  a  computer  for  each student , 
the grant  request  for  the f i rs t  year  i s  $67,276.88 

and the tota l  amount of  the 3-year  grant  i s  $201,830.

S P A R TA E D U C A T I O N F O U N D A T I O N . O R G

SPARTA ED UCAT ION 
FO UNDAT ION

Annual  Repor t  2017
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Dear Fr iends,

2017 was another  t remendous year  for  the Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion and we couldn’t  have done i t  without  the 
community ’s  cont inued suppor t . As our  tagl ine s tates : S trong Schools .  S trong Community. Your suppor t  made 
i t  poss ible  for  us  to  achieve our  goals  in  funding grants  that  s trengthen our  schools , suppor t  our  teachers  and 
inspire  our  s tudents . This  connect ion was va l idated when we won the O utstanding Community  Event  of  The Year 
at  the recent  Toast  To The Stars  Awards dinner  hosted by the Sussex County Chamber of  Commerce. The award 
recognized the concept ion, planning and implementat ion of  a  successful  event  for  the community. We received 
this  award for  the 2017 successes  of  Krogh’s  Turkey Trot  and the Spar ta  Dragon Boat  Fest iva l .  
	
These events  generated s ignificant  funds a l lowing us  to  award seven grants  tota l ing $119,336 for  the year. O ur 
grants  suppor t  ever y thing from STEM to the Arts , and from Phys Ed to Specia l  Ed. We are  proud of  this  ac-
complishment and the educat ional  oppor tunit ies  for  the students  that  are  the resul t .  O ur events  and grants  are 
descr ibed in detai l  la ter  in  this  repor t .

One of  the ways  we promoted awareness  about  the Foundat ion was by par t ic ipat ing in Spar ta  Day and Back-To-
School-Nights  at  each school . In 2017, the SEF and i ts  volunteers  provided parking for  the Rock, Ribs , & Ridges 
concer t  at  the Sussex County Fairgrounds. O ur new trustee  Andy Garger  won the r ib-eat ing contest  at  Sussex 
County Auto Mal l , par t  of  a  promotional  event  for  the concer t .  

We welcomed two new trustees  to  the board in 2017, Amy Cil l i  and Andy Garger. Their  enthusiasm and pass ion 
for  the cause are  a  great  benefi t  to  the Foundat ion and the school  distr ict . Laura Trent , Pr incipal  at  Mohawk Av-
enue School , cont inued the tradit ion of  a  s trong re lat ionship between the schools  and the Foundat ion in her  role 
of  Pr incipal  Liaison. Bay le igh Takacs  added a  second year  to  her  role  as  S tudent  Liaison and Er in Scott  jo ined 
her  to  f i l l  out  the team. They kept  the SEF informed about  high school  act iv i t ies  and news. We thank them for 
their  contr ibut ions throughout  2017, and for  championing the ca l l  for  s tudent  volunteers  for  our  events .  We wish 
them success  as  they head off  to  col lege in the fa l l .

We are  so grateful  to  the fa i thful  sponsors , the legions of  volunteers  and the enthusiast ic  par t ic ipants  of  our 
events .  I ’d  a lso l ike  to  extend our  thanks to Super intendent  of  Schools  Dr. Mike Ross i , Ass is tant  Super intendent 
of  Curr iculum Dr. Dan Johnson, Board of  Educat ion member Kylen Anderson and the ent ire  administrat ive  office 
at  the Board of  Educat ion; we are  proud to have a  s trong working re lat ionship with the Board of  Educat ion. 
Together, we show the spir i t  of  our  community  and the pr ide of  our  school  distr ict .  As the say ing goes , “ It  takes 
a  l i t t le  more to be a  Spar tan. ”

Thank you,
Danie l le  D ykstra

LET T ER FROM T HE P RESIDENT
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OUR MISSION
To raise  funds that  wi l l  enable  the Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion to make ongoing char i table  contr ibut ions 

that  enr ich the educat ional  exper ience of  chi ldren in the Spar ta  Publ ic  Schools .

OUR VISION
• To promote pr ide in and posi t ive  awareness  of  the Spar ta  Publ ic  Schools .

•  To engage the ent ire  community  in phi lanthropic  giv ing that  s trengthens our  publ ic
schools , suppor ts  our  teachers  and inspires  our  s tudents .

The Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion is  a  non-profi t , a l l-volunteer, community  based organizat ion
founded in 2006. As an independent , 501(c)(3)  New Jersey non-profi t  corporat ion, i t  has 

i t s  own miss ion, goals  and by-laws that  are  organized and managed by an independent 
Board of  Trustees . The Foundat ion is  not   connected to the Spar ta  Board of  Educat ion or  the 

Town Counci l . The Board is  compr ised ent ire ly  of  volunteers  who are  committed to encouraging 
phi lanthropic  suppor t  of  our  f ive  publ ic  schools . They are  responsible  for  the organizat ion of 

fundrais ing projects  and other  act iv i t ies  that  benefi t  Spar ta  schools . D ur ing 2017, Spar ta  Educat ion 
Foundat ion’s  “Effic iency of  Funds” remained high for  each dol lar  col lected.

We bel ieve that  a  s trong community  counts  on strong publ ic  schools  to  prepare  i t s  chi ldren to
become product ive  c i t izens , s t rengthen proper ty  va lues  and inspire  c iv ic  pr ide. As such, the SEF
is  committed to ra is ing funds to ensure  continued excel lence. Through the end of  2017 we have

awarded grants  tota l ing over  $895,000.

Danielle Dykstra
P res ident

Donna West
V ice-P res ident

Nancy Purnell
Treasurer

Gwen Donovan
Secretar y

Amy Cilli
Trustee

Vaishali Dhand
Trustee

Andy Garger
Trustee

Dorothy LaBeau
Former  SEF P res ident

Jennifer Plotts
Trustee

Donna Spinetta
Trustee

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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SEF BY T HE NUMBERS

NUMBER OF YEARS
SEF has  been around

11

NUMBER OF SPONSORS
we’ve had over  the years

83

TOTAL NUMBER
of  grants  in 2017

7

TOTAL NUMBER
funded for  grants  s ince  2006

$895k

NUMBER OF 
current  Trustees

10

CURRENT NUMBER
of  fundrais ing act iv i t ies

7

EFFICIENCY 
RAT E

96%

NUMBER OF 
of  SEF Committees

4
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The Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion Board of  Trustees  reviews grant  appl icat ions  three t imes a  year. 
Speci f ic  funding decis ions  are  based on advancing the organizat ion’s  goals  to  suppor t  curr iculum-based 

projects  equitably  across  a l l  schools  within the distr ict .

The SEF has  representat ives  f rom each school  who work with the faculty  in their  schools  to  ident i fy  needs. 
Although project  ideas  can come from any source, funding is  awarded only  af ter  review of  a  proposal  that 

meets  the funding cr i ter ia  set  by the Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion Board of  Trustees .

T O TA L

TOTAL FUNDS (START OF 2017) $98,507

FUNDS GENERATED IN 2017 $209,132
EVENT REVENUES* $195,603

ADJUSTMENT TO EVENT REVENUE** (8,107)
CONTRIBUTIONS & OTHER $21,082
GRANT FUNDS RETURNED $553

EXPENSES IN 2017 $198,852
GRANTS AWARDED IN 2017 $119,336

EVENT EXPENSES* $68,767

ADJUSTMENT TO EVENT EXPENSE** $2,692

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES $8,057

FUNDS AT YEAR END 2017 $108,787

F UNDS 
GENERAT ED EXP ENSES

EFFICIENCY 
OF F UNDS
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In  2017, t he  S EF funded  se ven g rants  tota l ing  o ve r  $119,000!

2017 GRANTS

Cubele t s  a n d  O z o bo t  K its  +  14  iPa ds : $11,571

HELEN MORGAN SCHO OL

The pack of  56 Cubelets  inc ludes  Sense, Think and Act  Cubelets  that  incorporate  programming 
chal lenges . An Ozobot  c lassroom kit  suppor ts  STEAM (Science, Technolog y, Engineer ing, Ar t 

and Math)  us ing ski l l  exerc ises  with the Bit  smar t  robot . These technolog y i tems wi l l  be  used by 
a l l  Helen Morgan School  s tudents . The iPad Air  2s  wi l l  supplement the use  of  these  grant  i tems.

Por ta ble  A r t  Displays : $6,793

SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL

The Art  and Photography Depar tments  submitted the grant  in order  to  have adequate  equipment 
for  display ing the creat ive  works  of  over  600 Spar ta  High School  s tudents . The display  equipment 
inc ludes  s ix  fo lding display  panels , each measur ing 12-feet  wide by 78-inches  high. Addit ional l y, 
the grant  funded s ix  fo lding tabletop display  par t i t ions  which are  each five-feet  wide and about 

three-and-a-hal f  feet  ta l l .
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8 S ound Systems: $11,587

SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL

The sound systems are  por table, Bluetooth-compatible, 
and wi l l  be  used in e ight  sophomore c lassrooms.

10 Lego  M indsto r m s: $4,464

SPARTA MIDDLE SCHO OL

The ten Lego Mindstorms sets  wi l l  expose Spar ta  Midd le  School  STEP students  to  engineer ing, 
coding and robotics , a l lowing the students  to  fac i l i tate  onl ine and in-person lessons to the en-

t i re  school  populat ion. This  grant  wi l l  a l so ut i l ize  the equipment to s tar t  a  schoolwide Robotics 
Club in the 2018-19 school  year. The Lego Mindstorm grant  a lso provides  s tudents  with the f i rs t 
curr iculum-based coding/robotics  program in the midd le  school , providing a  consistent  t ra ining 

plat form for  the students  f rom elementar y  through high school .

Ye a r  Tw o C h r o m e books : $67,277

SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL

This  grant  represents  a  continuat ion of  the three-year  commitment to br ing Chromebooks to high
school  s tudents . Par t  of  the 1:1 Wor ld Init iat ive  connect ing each student  to  a  computer, the tota l 

amount of  the three-year  grant  i s  $201,803.
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2017 GRANTS

Cora l  R ee f  Le a r ning  C ente r  Act ivTable : $13,268

SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL
A grant  to  expand the Coral  Reef  Act ive  Learning Center  in  the Media Center  at  Spar ta  High 

School  inc ludes  a  Promethean ActivTable. The ActivTable ’s  intuit ive  touch inter face  a l lows up to 
s ix  s tudents  to  s imultaneously  access  a  wealth of  ready-to-use educat ional  act iv i t ies , tools  and re-
sources . Spar ta  High School  Biolog y Teacher  Ken Scognamigl io  establ i shed the Coral  Reef  Act ive 

Learning Center  through grants  f rom the Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion over  the past  two years .

5 R o wing  M a ch ines : $4,375

SPARTA HIGH SCHO OL
The rowing machines  promote cardiovascular  f i tness , are  por table, and can eas i l y  be moved out-
s ide when weather  permits . These machines  f rom Concept  2 meet  the curr iculum and are  a  good 

fi t  for  a l l  s tudents , inc luding those in the adapt ive  program.
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2017 F UNDRAISING EVENTS

3 RD Annual  Dr agon Boat  Fest ival  •  May 19, 2017

A sunny spr ingt ime day presented a  per fect  backdrop for  the Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion’s 
Third Annual  Dragon Boat  Fest iva l  on Lake Mohawk.  W ith 48 teams competing in separate  heats 

throughout  the day, some in br ight ly-colored and themed costumes, this  high-energ y event  was  just  as  much 
fun for  spectators  as  i t  was  for  the padd lers . W inning teams inc luded the f i rs t  p lace  Gold Medal  to 

RedShed CrossF it . S i l ver  Medal  awards  were given to RDA Fitness  and Bronze Medals  went  to 
SSA-Amer ican Musc le. 

S P O N S O R S  &
CO N T RI B U TO R S

M A J O R  S P O N S O R 
$5,000 or  g reater

Atlant ic  Health System/
Newton Medical  Center

F RI EN D  O F  T H E  F E S T I VA L 
$2,500 or  g reater
Fogar ty  & Hara 

Counse l lor s  at  Law 
Lake  Mohawk Count r y  Club 
Northern P r ide  Web Des ign

I N - K I N D  S P O N S O R 
$1,000 or  g reater

George  Mor vi l l e  o f  Ar thur  J. 
Gal lagher  & Co.

Nis ivoc c ia  LLP Cer t i f i ed 
Publ i c  Accountants  and Advisor s

Brown & Brown 
Bene f i t  Advisor s

Lake  Mohawk Pool
Wel lnes s  Pediat r i c s

V i l la  Capr i  II
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2017 F UNDRAISING EVENTS

5 th Annual  W ine Tast ing •  S eptember  24, 2017

The Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion successful l y 
hosted their  F if th Annual  W ine and Craf t 

Beer  Tast ing & Food Pair ing fundraiser 
which featured an assor tment of  gourmet 

food specia l l y  se lected to pair  with an 
assor tment of  wines  and craf t  beers .  

“ We are  thr i l led to mark the f i f th year  of  this 
popular  event , ” sa id Danie l le  D ykstra , 

Pres ident  of  the SEF. “ There was  a  great 
turnout  and our  guests  enjoyed a  wide var iety 

of  wines  and beers  to  taste  and 
del ic ious  gourmet treats  to  pair  with them. 

We’d l ike  to  thank The Liquor Factor y  in Spar ta 
for  providing wine and beer  for  the tast ing, 

and KRAVE Café + Caterers  for  their  del ic ious 
food pair ings . We also appreciate  the 
S i lent  Auct ion i tems donated by the 

Russo family, the NJ Devi ls  for  donat ing t ickets , 
J . Thomas Jewelers  for  their  jewelr y  and 

gi f t  cer t i f icate  donat ions, and Steve Marencik 
and Mike Difr isco for  donat ing 

addit ional  raf f le  i tems. 

Many thanks a lso to Kylen and Tom Anderson 
for  generously  host ing this  event  in their 

beaut i ful  home, and to a l l  the guests  who came 
out  to  suppor t  our  publ ic  schools . ”

S P O N S O R S  & CO N T RI B U TO R S

KRAVE Cafe The Liquor Factor y
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2017 F UNDRAISING EVENTS

11 T H Annual  Krogh's  Turke y  Trot  •  Novemb er  23, 2017

The Krogh’s  Turkey Trot  marked i ts  11th anniversar y  in Lake Mohawk on a  br ight , chi l l y  Thanksgiv ing 
morning with thousands of  enthusiast ic  runners  and spectators  f i l l ing W hite  Deer  P laza. This  popular  fund-

raiser  for  i s  known as  “ The Tradit ion Before  The Tradit ion,” when an 8:45am star t  leaves  plenty  of  t ime 
to prepare  and enjoy Thanksgiv ing dinner.  In addit ion to the main run, a  one-mile  Fun Run kicked off  at 
8 :15am.  Wel l  over  2 ,100 runners  par t ic ipated in both events . Pre-run fest iv i t ies  inc luded the Pasta  Par-

ty  for  a l l  registered runners  catered by V i l la  Capr i  I I  on Wednesday night  at  Lake Mohawk Countr y  Club. 
The Turkey Trot  was  directed by Sabr ina Lucas  and co-chaired by Kylen Anderson, a  member of  the Spar ta 
Board of  Educat ion, and Dorothy LaBeau, t rustee  and past  pres ident  of  the Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion. 

Scores  of  local  volunteers  kept  things  running smoothly, and Spar ta  High School  junior  Ryden Mederos 
sang the nat ional  anthem before  the race.    Spar ta  School  Distr ict  Super intendent  Dr. Mike Ross i , who a lso 

ran in the 5K, was  the offic ia l  race  s tar ter. Addit ional l y, the SEF hosted a  food dr ive, col lect ing non-per ish-
able  donat ions to  benefi t  the Spar ta  Ecumenical  Food Pantr y.
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2017 F UNDRAISING EVENTS

L E A D E RB OA RD  S P O N S O R 
$1,500 or  g r eate r

Spavia

B RO N Z E  S P O N S O R S
$500 or  g r eate r

Askin & Hooker, LLC, Attorneys  at  Law
Be A Foster  or  Adoptive  Parent  877-NJFOSTER

Bles s ings  Auto  Ser vice
McGuire  Chevrole t

Royal  Coachman Wor ldwide
St . Mor itz  Gr i l l  & Bar

The  Liquor  Factor y
Weicher t , Real tor s : Dawn Corbo 

and Dawnice  LaFave

G O O DY  B A G  S P O N S O R 
$1,500 or  g r eate r
Realty  Execut ives

S I LV E R  S P O N S O R S 
$1,000 or  g r eate r

Atlanti c  Heal th  Sys tem -  Newton Medica l  Center
Biondo  Investment  Advisor s

Coldwel l  Banker : Ju l ia  “Ju l i e ” Ki l l en
Cul l igan: Andy Bal l

Drayer  Phys i ca l  Therapy  Inst i tute
Duphiney  Financia l  Network

D ykst ra  Assoc iate s , PC
Fraser  Cer ra  Law

Krave  Caf é  and Caterer s
Integ r i ty  Dental

Lake  Mohawk Count r y  Club
Pine  Cone  Chiropract i c

RCC A-Regional  Cancer  Care  Assoc iate s
SchoolCraft  Studios

Shar pe  Plumbing and Heating
Staf f  at  Spar ta  Township  School s

V i l la  Capr i  II
Wel lnes s  Pediat r i c s

K RO G H ' S  T U RK EY  T RO T  S P O N S O R S  & CO N T RI B U TO R S

T I T LE  S P O N S O R
$5,000 or  g r eate r

Krogh ' s  Restaurant  & Brew Pub

G O LD  S P O N S O R
$2,000 or  g r eate r

Thor labs , Inc .

B I B  S P O N S O R
$2,000 or  g r eate r
Eastern P ropane
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2017 F UNDRAISING EVENTS

2 N D Annual  Night  with  the  NJ De vi ls

St rong community  suppor t  f or  the  Spar ta  Educat ion 
Foundation was  demonst rated  at  “A Night  with  the 

NJ  Devi l s ” fundrai se r, the  s e cond annual  event  he ld  on 
March  5 . About  75 SEF suppor ter s  cheered  on the 

Devi l s  at  Newark’s  P rudentia l  Center. A fte r  the  game, 
the  g roup went  on the  i c e  and a l l  par t i c ipants  were 

invited  to  take  a  shot  at  the  goal .

Talb ots  S hopping 

Br ic k  Paver  Sales

Engraved paver  s tones  suppor t  the  Spar ta  Educat ion 
Foundation at  two locat ions : Pathways  to  Exce l l ence  in

f ront  o f  Panera  at  the  Theat re  Cent re , and the
Alumni  Walkway out s ide  the  Spar ta  High School 

ca f e te r ia .These  ongoing  oppor tunit i e s  are  an 
endur ing  way to  c e l ebrate  Spar ta  pr ide .

For  more  information about  order ing  paver  s tones ,
vi s i t  spar taeducat ionfoundation.org.

Roc k, Ribs  & Ridges

Student  volunteer s , s chool  adminis t rator s , tea cher s , 
t rus tee s  and community  members  par t i c ipated  in  thi s 
parking  event  at  Sus sex  County  Fairg rounds  which 

rai sed  $2,500 f or  the  SEF. 



1 4 S E F  •  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 7

IN AP P RECIAT ION

The Spar ta  Educat ion Foundat ion would l ike  to  extend specia l  thanks to our  teachers , 
s tudents  and volunteers  for  their  generous suppor t . We are  a lso grateful  to  Spar ta  Board of  Educat ion 

Liaison Kylen Anderson, and former SEF Pr incipal  Liaison and Helen Morgan School  Pr incipal 
Doug Layman who continues  to  lend his  exper t ise  to  the Dragon Boat  Fest iva l .

We need your  suppor t  to  continue making a  di f ference! 
We welcome the publ ic  to  our  board meet ings , especia l l y  the grant  presentat ion meet ings  in 

December, March and June. P lease  explore  our  websi te  for  more information about  what  we do 
and how to get  involved: spar taeducat ionfoundat ion.org

D R . M I C H A EL  RO S S I
S par ta  S uper intendent  of  S chools

D R . DA N I EL  J O H N S O N
Assistant  S uper intendent  of  Curr iculum

G I U S EP P E  “ J O E ” LE O N E
Alpine  S chool  Pr incipal , SEF Pr incipal  Liaison

LAU RA  T REN T
Mohawk Avenue S chool  Pr incipal

T H E  S PA RTA  ED U CAT I O N  F O U N DAT I O N 
270 Spar ta  Avenue

Suite  104, PMB 126
Spar ta , NJ 07871
1-800-905-7331 

We would  l ike  to  expre s s  our  apprec iat ion to  our  s chool s  f or  the ir  cont inued  cont r ibut ions  to
advancing  Spar ta  educat ion and thank them f or  the ir  suppor t .

M I C H A EL  G RE G O RY
S par ta  Midd le  S chool  Pr incipal

JA N E T  F ERRA RO
S par ta  High S chool  Pr incipal

PA M  H I N M A N
Business  Administrator

C H RI S  TA P P EN
Director  of  Bui ldings  and Grounds

/SpartaEducationFoundation @SpartaEducation @SpartaEducationFoundation 

D O U G  LAY M A N
Pr incipal , Helen Morgan S chool 

Design by Jula Paper Co.


